2009 — 2 Questions and a follow up :

As | look ahead from | am personally and from where we are as a church, | see the
need to re-affirm some basic beliefs held here at Grace Church. First, | need a
Savior who relentlessly pursues me, calling out to me! Second I live at war; my
flesh is at war with the Spirit of life! And third, He, my Savior has made, makes,
and is making all things new... We are moving into a new year... we are being led
by the Savior of the world... and He is making all things new (Rev. 21:5)

1. Where are you?
a. Genesis 3:9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are
you?”
Afraid or loved?
Conceal or reveal?
Inadequate or “More than Enough”
Incompetent or “More than Able”
Incapacitated or “More than Strong”
God ALWAYS comes calling
Am | listening?

Sm o a0 oT

I am always faced with a choice in the midst of the war | am fighting. The Warrior King Jesus
comes to me in the midst of battle and calls out, “Where are you?” He calls because | need
to re-enter His presence. | need to sit down at the table He has prepared for me and eat and
drink again. | need to regain my strength. | need to grab hold of courage again. I’'m created
to live and move and exist with Him. Apart from Him | can do absolutely nothing. If I've
heard it once, I've heard it a million times, “Jeff, where are you?” And in these moments |
have a choice. | can conceal... hide... or | can reveal... come into the light... out of the
shadows. Apart from the Savior of my life | am inadequate, incompetent, and incapacitated
with fear and worry. Yet, with Him | can do all things, | have more than enough, | am more
than able, | am strong in His joy. This is the way of the kingdom of God. The Savior is the one
who keeps coming... keeps calling... who never grows tired or weary in his pursuit of my
wayward and wandering heart. This morning, can you hear Him calling your name? “Where
are you?

2. Where is your brother? (Isolation from family)
a. Genesis 4:9 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said,
“I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?”
Angry or loved?
Alone or together?
Inadequate or “More than Enough”
Incompetent or “More than Able”
Incapacitated or “More than Strong”
God ALWAYS comes calling
Am | listening?
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I am always faced with a choice in the midst of war. | will either flee in fear or | will fight in
anger. James makes clear to us why we are angry. | am angry because | do not have what |
want and what | want is what you have. | desire what you have and so | quarrel and argue
and gossip and conspire to get and ultimately kill in order to get. The choice is to get at all
cost that which always leads me into isolation or to fight for community and relationships
that are growing which leads me into an increased together. Apart... separated from
community | am inadequate, incompetent, and incapacitated with fear and worry. When |
live in community | experience the more than enough of God, the more than able to do all
that I've been called to do, the joy of the LORD as my strength.

My love for God is expressed in my love for others. John makes clear for us in 1 John 4:20
that our love for God is most definitely shown through demonstrated love toward others.
When | can see the need that others have to receive and give love away, | begin to
experience in a greater and greater measure what it means to live free and like our Creator.
God is love. He demonstrates love in all His ways. He never does anything except that it be
good for another. God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit shows us how
community is meant to function. And then out of their perfect community flows blessings on
all of humanity. Every good and perfect gift comes from God. Think about it. Because God
the Son is totally desiring to please God the Father, He acted on the wish of the Father and
came into time and space. He laid aside every right he had as God; every ability He had as
God and did what only he could do as a sinless man. He died in place of humanity and the
result was that now we can live in the presence of God and with the indwelling presence of
God.

3. What are you doing here? (Isolation from significance)

a. 1Kings 19:13 And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and
went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. And behold, there came a voice to
him and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

Afraid — Ran for his life

Angry / Depressed - It’s enough, I’'m through, let me die...
Time to face the truth—I’'m no better than my fathers...
Arise and eat and drink - The journey is too great for you...
40 days and nights back to God — the whisper...

Anoint Hazael, Jehu, and Elisha —and then come home...
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4. APPLICATION
a. What am | afraid of?
b. What am | angry / depressed about?
¢. What have | given up on?
d. Canlhandle the TRUTH? —you are no better than those who have gone before
youl!
Am | willing to eat and drink? — The WORDS of God, the SPIRIT of God?
The journey is more than you can handle — Am | okay with that?
g. My “people” need me to come calling... Will | go?
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It’s A Wonderful Life
1 George Bailey’s Dream
i Potter’s rehearsing of the facts
LOTR - “I'll go...” the journey is too much, it’s impossible... yet, it was Frodo’s destiny to go .

August Rush — do you hear the music? Are you listening

I afraid we live far too much of our lives oblivious to the importance and significance of our
lives. Over the holidays | watched the over-watched movie, “It’'s a Wonderful Life.” | also
watched the movie “August Rush”. IAWL evoked an emotion in me that was surprising...
surprising because | have seen the movie far too often and would have thought myself to be
inoculated to its message. However, this time viewing, | was struck by how little it took to
make so great of a difference. George Bailey was a man living in a small town, leading a
small building and loan establishment who made a huge difference in the lives of many. The
final scene leaves us with George and his family surrounded by all those who had been and
continued to be impacted positively by George and his “little business.” This final scene was
in contrast to an earlier scene where George is meeting with Mr. Potter. George is in trouble
due to a misplaced deposit by his Uncle Billy. Potter succinctly lays out all the things that
George has struggled with his entire life. He has never been able to travel the world the way
he dreamed. In fact his whole life has been one of great hope delayed. And somehow he has
always hoped that the sacrifice was worth the reward. But in this scene as George stands in
front of Potter, hearing out-loud the secrets of his heart revealed, he begins to doubt the
significance of his life’s work.

The phrase repeated over and over again in the movie, “August Rush” was something to the
effect that the music is all around us if you take the time to listen. There is a melody and
harmony found in life if you take the time to listen. My significance here on earth is found in
my resolve to listen to the Savior, the One who is making all things new.

| believe it is impossible to follow God without listening to God. | believe that it is
impossible... the problem is not on the part of God. He is speaking... He is communicating...
He is the Great Communicator. But are we listening. When | say to my children, “Listen to
me.” | am looking for attention and then a resulting action based on what | have said and
they have heard. Jesus is no different. In scripture we read the words of God through the
prophet Samuel, “...to obey is better than sacrifice...” (1 Samuel 15:22), in James we read
that we are to be doers of the word that we hear... (James 1:22)

We all, | believe at least once in our life are faced with something which calls into question
the significance of our life’s work. Did it mean anything? When we find ourselves in that
place of wondering, the question we hear from heaven... the question we hear from God is,
“What are you doing here?” You see, the only thing that matters... the ONLY thing that
matters is how you used your personality, your skills, your dreams, your wealth, your
hopes and desires for moving into communion with God, into community with others.



